‘ IHCaling S Cumility

0"VYUN NIXI WO

- -~
£X0DUS PARASHAS VA'EIRA ¥ 9/26-35 31-32. The description of the crops was included in Moses’
reply to Pharaoh. According to R’ Saadiah Gaon, Moses was -

Egypt, everything that was in the field from man to beast; all the grass of the field the hail struck 3 explaining that despite his prayer, which would end the hail

i i i d salvage the wheat.and spelt [verse 32}, what had already ;
[‘, and every tree of the field it smashed. 26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the Children of E‘;e :adestgmye e restored. Ramban Interprets

- Israel were, there was no hail, that Moses' statement was an implied warning that although
27 Pharaoh sent and summoned Moses-and Aaron and said to them, “This time | have God had spared the wheat and spelt so that the ;;)(;)pulation
sinned; HASHEM is the Righteous One, and I and my people are the wicked ones. 2 Entreat 3’23{3 C’;“’l*tseg&e':r““:grgé dpehsat:z‘;’"e‘ 3 ir:e:z‘l’:i‘:e ;tl:gu‘é’:':fls
HasHEM — there-has been an overabundance of Godly thunder and hail; I shall send you out deed happened during the plague of locusts.
angd.you shall-not continue to remain.” )
‘J'Ioses said to him, “When [ leave the city I shall spread out my hands to HASHEM; the Dk B 3
thunder will_cease and the hail will no longer be, so that you shall know that the earth is !/ -~
HASHE ’s.nd as for you and your servants, I know that you are not yet afraid of HASHEM, X raw oyt AN °Na M : =
Piod. e flax and the barley were struck, for the barley was ripe and the flax was in its stalk. 33 DIK MP°5K YW N3y3_MpYa 12 Yxanb e
éﬁnd the wheat and the spelt were not struck, for they ripen later. MY WY T3 NP3 PN 1137 Do 1:133
33 Moses went out from Pharaoh, from the city, and he stretched out his hands to HASHEM; PhNY WIPw K YpIpA nAnn ax1ana waw
the thunder and hail ceased and rain did not reach the earth. 34 Pharaoh saw that the rain, the YOI 037 7073 AT XK Nnphnan wa nd,
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}1-32 seem to be the conclusion of Moshe’s speech to Pharaoh.
ntain the reason for what is said in verse 30, “You and your
its ... are still far from fearing God.”

You know very well, says Moshe, that even though the flax and mypwn NP DYTY VIR NNRDYY ,MTWY  DPIVS MW WIpNY —
bgrl y 1m portant products ofEtlan agriculture — the one, the ma- ’wn\'))m ,"mu HY YAP2 PV ,DMWYNI TD DY NN 7201 . NY ¥ TN
te;lal 'gqrikl_’yyssus [a fine, yellowﬂg._x grown in ancnent.tlmes]; the other, : ANIXY DWA D) 37071 DWA O)
for the renowned Egyptian beer, "nn ot [Pesachim 3:1]) were de- : , , PR
vertheless, the most important products of Egyptian fertility NPNM NHDION 1Dt 0T NMMN >27 HY WIPS TN Mnn TN 47

i)B’\N _/\_}‘\Q 5

SN NN

stroyed; :
—viz, wheat and spelt — were not destroyed. You imagine that our DNNYY DV DD WD Y9N .ONY WD MRS NIOY
God has made a mistake, that it would have been better for Him if the J PN TN .OMSE9Y MYISY 1T TAPRA DTN 19 DN WY NI §

hail had fallen a few weeks later. As a result, since the most importg?t;
o.f_xouf produce has been spared, you are still far from truly and ear-
nestly fearing the power of God.
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there was no need [for Moses] to inform {Pharaoh] what cro; i
already borne frait  qwRs nTaw — and was standing with its spikes, 153 130N — and -not ruined, nxT 7139 02 '3 — for when the hail would stop he would see this for himself.

because of the hail they broke and fell off. 32 i3 nwsi 13y — Similarly, the flax had already | [Ramban presents his own opinion; -

grown hivaia 1inyd nwpm — and had become hard enough to stand in its stalks, - ome 5K nwm Mg o 1wy 5y - In my opinion, these are the words of Moses to Pharaoh.
U213 TIYP — THEBARLEY WASRIPE.  axaway — It stood initsshoots.!  “bmiywaxy, ywy ~ | TRTI Niann o o0 v my'1 ob waxw — For he said to them, “I know that before the plagues
[The word a1ax] is akin to the word *ax3 in, “among the shoots of the stream.” depart you fear God, ‘banbua wyn 1 "@sa — but afterwards you repeat your folly.  bax

@ 37 NOM ) — FOR THEY ARELATE-RIPENING. The word ri>'pis means  ninmym — late, mypmpe. o0 71393 13 Kb B b23% 0% npgam PNy nngy N7 nnwsh — However, the flax and the
157 — and therefore they were still soft and flexible mgp %pa Tmys M — and able to ) Parley, which are not vital crops, were strickien, while the wheat and spelt, which are necessa
withstand something hard such as the hail. xyw ' by qx) — Although it says, 2y %3 ny1,, r all your livelihood needs, were not stricken in this pl o3 nnix Tash aubxa T3
“r1y3mngn YD — “And the hail struck all the herbs of the fleld”  xpn by wwp sy wr — we” | (P97 Wunm 1avwn ox - and they, too, are in God’s hands, to obliterate from you if you sin
might interpret that verse in its simplest sense, mn7pa oy maEY3 — that it speaks about  jhefore Him once again” 1330 13 by MK Ny "y N bRy MEY MY ol 1 - He )

herbs that stand firmly in theirstalks 1733 Mp% 11K — and are thus fit to be struckdownby | [thus alluded to them what he said to Pharaoh before the plague of locusts, “It will consume th, '
rthe hailt ‘xpinig 131 w173 — In Midrash Rabbi Tanchuma,® nxvby pmjp wonamm vt - remaining residue that is left to you by the hail” (below 1035) :

there are those among our Rabbis who disagree with this understanding of the word no™sx, 1w S ; s
“ninx 13, — and they interpreted the expression nt»nx ' as, 3% Kb oty 1iwyy MXE whe — 36. As Rav Saadiah says. H , Ramban’s expl ged — as Moses knew he would - he would be \
wonders of wonders were done to [the wheat and the spelt] in that they were not struck by the hail ¢ tion differs from that of Rav Saadiah in the details, as punished again with a different plague, and this time

T Ramban goes on to explain. the vital crops would not be spared.
37. Moses was thus warning Pharaoh that if he
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1L nnwsm — THE FLAX AND THE BARLEY WERE STRUCK, ETG.

Or HaChaim addresses why this verse is interposed in the middle of the discussion of Moshe’s
yrayer to end the makkah of Hail: » )
19'?‘,5 7y — We need to understand:  nvin S infen 1Y 03 oTP 1 Y TR mmb — Why did [the
lorah] present this information now, before concluding the topic of Moshe’s praver,  mw3iT¥
/a3 1y Ny MNyy — which started with [Moshe] promising to Pharach and his servants (v. 29
1bdve), When I leave the city I shall spread out my hands to HASHEM, ete., but difl not follow through -
with Moshe actually praying? a1 59snm niyn2 nxn K¥ 12 MPTAPY 33 9K 13’ 17 i — It should }

i

logically have finished and said that Moshe did as he promised, and that he went out from Pharaoh
and prayed (as it does below, in verse 33), T2 MY WK NIRRT 3 0K — and only then, after
finishing the discussion of Moshe’s prayer, should [the Torah] have told.us about what the hail did
to the various crops. Why are the verses seemingly out of order?

p Or HaChaim offers an answer:

I TR T TIRING Y Ty Ry PRy so1x) — Perhaps, [the Torah] meant to juxtapose this
description of the hail striking only certain crops to what [Moshel said, I know that before [I pray]
you are afraid of HASHEM, _ D39 pin7 DRIk Nam0 WX myon 1) 5 in order to hint to the reason
that caused [the Egyptians] to harden their hearts after the plague ended, despite witnessing the

a3y RwETY 1K) — Thus, [the Torah] says: The flax and barley were struck ... and
TN RN WY TR 51 R

miraculous hail.
the wheat and spelt were not strick “for they ripen later” (ki afilos heinah),

oyiwy — and [our Sages], of blessed memory, state in Midrash Tanchuma (Va’eira §16), and this is
aquote: “npx 1" — The expression ki afilos heinah. (for they ripen later) can be read homiletically
as: WY Ny ono wya nixbs wbe — pil'ei pila’es, meaning a wonder of wonders, occurred with .
egard to [these crops], that they were not struck., X327y — The quote ends here.*” nixnamam
yawi 102 NDW Ippis) ena T3 Nan yow N5 3 nyq2 — Now, when Pharaoh would see that the |
makkah of Hail inexplicably did not have power over the wheat and spelt,
onb 1wy: — as [our Sages] said in the above Midrash, “a wonder of wonders occurred with regard
to them that they were not struck,” - X917 mbm &5 Rt — he, in his wickedness, would not at-
tribute this wonder to Hashem.
attribute it to his mistaken notion that the God of the Jews does not have absolute control over
all that exists, i oivw) oo 8 — and argue that this split, between the flax and barley
being struck, and the wheat and spelt not being struck, indicates the existence of a partnership of
gods, Heaven forbid us from even saying so,
all of Creation. In this case, Pharaoh would say, Hashem has power only over the flax and the barley,
whereas the wheat and spelt are under the jurisdiction of another god, which is why Hashem’s hail

canmot destroy them. 120 T30 nipy 19 mi mm — While this is foolish reasoning, it would be a basis ¢-
for [Pharaoh] to harden his heart and refuse to heed Hashem’s command. '3 TRYT YR MK MY -

xR 0w — Moshe therefore said, I know that before [1 pray] you are afraid of HASHEM, i.é., but
after the makkah departs, you will not fear Hashem, 133 X9 121 momim i s 27 iy — and the
feason T know this is because while the flax and the barley were struck ... the wheat and the spelt were
not struck, and once the makkah is over you will surely use the fact that some of the crops were spared
as a pretense for not fearing Hashem Y v

Or HaChaim explains why Hashem spared the wheat and the spelt, if this would be a basis for
Pharaoh reneging on his promise:
rys 2 b ny X8 1 YY) o Indeed, Hashem performed this wonder, sparing the wheat and the
spelt, in order to harden Pharaoh’s heart, 7~ 3 PINN WX 137 WK — as He had spoken earlier,
when He said (above 4:21): but I shall strengthen his heart.
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min baa Y o nbw px o3 npm xpx — Rather, he would &

baa by X — where neither god has econtrolover ———

EVERYTHING IS A MIRACLE

The truth is that there is no essential difference between the
fatural_and the miraculous, Everything that occurs is a
miracle. The world has no other cause but the will of
Hashem. His deeds and His conduct of the world are the

- immediate consequence of His will. What He wills comes_

into being without need of any intermediary. We call God’s
act a “miracle” when He wills an occurrence which is novel
and unfamiliar_to_us and which consequently makes us
aware of the hand of God. We call God’s acts ‘‘nature”
when He wills that certain events should occur in a
recognizable pattern with which we become familiar. This
familiarity presents us with a challenge. We can choose to
recognize that these events too have as their sole and
immediate cause the unfettered will of Hashem. Or we can
imagine that Hashem has delegated certain powers to

“Nature,” and that within the realm of Nature man too has

the ability to influence events by the process of cause and

effect. The whole concept of “nature’’ is thus nothing but a
test for the human being. Nature has no objective existence;

it is merely an illusion which gives man a choice to exercise
his free will: to err, or to choose the truth.

W

NATURE 'AS CONCEALMENT | 241

THE INVISIBLE BLESSING

We can find this clearly expressed in the words of our
Sages, who tell us:! “The blessing in the grain [Rashi: which
is blessed and increases of itself] occurs not in that which is
weighed, measured or counted . . . but only in that which is
hidden from the eve.”
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We are_lulled into insensitivity_by the ‘rAQuhnﬁ_‘of :

nature; we take for granted that with which we are familiar.
I'he Hebrew word for nature is teva, the root of which means
“to drown”; if the world of natural cause and effect is not

carefully and perceptively studied for its clues to depth, it
drowns awareness of the spiritual. But the word teva is also
the roo @4, meaning a coin which has an embossed
image stamped on its surface: the world is a giam;;ed‘-“(;l:t-

image of a higher reality. If one studies the world with the
knowledge that it accurately reflects its source, one can
perceive the features of that source surely and consistently.

I'he choice is entirely the observer’s — one can look at the

world with the tired eyes of habit and see only the -
mechanical, only that which drowns the spirit; or éh;can S
look with eyes of wonder and see the image of a higher |
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Those who make the mistake of thinking that “nature’’ is
an_objectiv i ill _‘have great difficulty in under-
mir-
acle occur in something that is hidden from the eye? If He
wants to give this person more pfoduce than normal why

should He not give it to him by natural means? It is clear

Scke 5 MARIWYN W3 PID oY

from this that nature is not a reality but only a veil and an
illusion, whose purpose is to provide an opening for error.
Where something is hidden from the eye, therefore, there is
no_reason why it should increase precisely in the way we
are.used to in preference to any other way. In fact there is

no real difference whichever way it occurs. What is real is

the_will of Hashem and nothing else. When something

occurs by what we call natural causes, all this means is that
God wills, in-addition, that human beings should have an
opportunity to exercise their bebira. It is this divine will that
takes on the guise of the apparently natural. In a case where
the event is hidden from human eyes and will never be
known to us, there can be no test for our free will-and there.
is therefore no need for “natural” cause and effect,

M

HARD THINKING

We have to do some hard thinking. We mu)st search for
ways and means to strengthen emura in our hearts. First we
have to learn, at least, that all causes come from Hashem.
He is the writer who holds the pen; what looks to us like a

cause is in reality an effect. If someone is successful this is

not because he is clever; Hashem wanted him to succeed and

gave him cleverness. General X did not win the
battle because ofh];s?n“aﬁweﬁglz— brilliance; it was first decided
that he should win, and in consequence of this he was
granted brilliance. When it is no longer necessary for that
particular person to succeed or for that particular general to
win, théy will no longer do so. We shall then say that,
strangely enough, their business flair or strategic brilliance
seems to have deserted them.

\g ORIGIN OF IDEAS »

Let us think again. Does a person really create the thoughts
which occur in his mind? Anyone who ‘has ever been
granted original ideas knows that they arise by the thinker’s
qoncentrating his mind to exclude all extraneous thoughts.
The novel idea then arises in his mind unbidden. The
thinker in fact did nothing; the thought came to him direct
from Hashem. This is why we say in our prayers “You

¢ graciously grant knowledge to man....” Whenthe time

has come for the person to succeed, Hashem puts into his

mind the brilliant idea which will bring him success. (We
have already mentioned'® the Targum which translates “He
gives you the power to create wealth” by “He gives you the
idea to acquire possessions.”!?)
 How can we be such fools as to pride ourselves on
thoughts and ideas which Hashem Himself has given us?
How can we pat ourselves on the back and preen ourselves
on ‘“‘our” wisdom and “our” cleverness?
When we get used to thinking like this we will learn to
keep clear of the fatal pathways of “‘natural” thinking, and

a
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s an alternate meaning of the word F>"28,; Rashi- cites the
explanation of Midrash Tanchuma that wonders upon wonders -
(mingg "m%3) were performed so that these grains would not a3 nPWEM SY3 NP 1D NS TR e

suffer. .

| The Torah says oplly tht the o nd by e e e .2 0 o 1 1 a0 a9 9 2 ST ST A
crops were not struck because they were not ripe and in their stalks but  TEX? Yy monin meaymea 53 by m33n° DMy NHpwnd Tum 90 e

 rather soft enough to.absorb the blows of the hail, asin Rashi’s first = .1 Stma amow MIRERAT b3 abwn jp mhy wpm DPINa_Rym

¢ explanation. If so, why was it necessary to do wonders to save them? It | ypyx nmsbp “N9p 131 NPBR °3, 1013 NRIBA RPN T NTIR A1 mRnn

| would seem entirely natural that crops that had not yet sprouted or had ) e ey w™aX1 D¥AY 13 DOK A3 xage Oy ovp *D .MpY XY 1

~ not yet hardened into stalks were not broken. : Snra Db MIRDER PRYED
k%lt therefore seems that the miracle done here was simply bringinga ———
plague that would not destroy unripe: crops, although:the Egyptians

L(35-RY 1) T3 DAsEK D 123 K9 nnesm TRhm

 deserved to have all their crops destroyed. Instead, Hashem destroyed - —

-only the flax and barley, while sparing the wheat and spelt, itself a great e ; re

“wgnder. P i

’;Equally wondrous is the fact that Hashem allows wicked genera- p Abixabr MYab mdm — 3umM Y Nt Nmpn
_fions to survive rather than destroying them, as Herwould certainly be I B
justified in doing. In this vein; the Sages (Gittin 56b) interpreted the ansaw wYIPR AMAM U3 WY ovp bxw> By DRT Yom |
verse (Shemos 15:11), 'n By N3y ", Who is like You among the 3 TrYs AMYS7 YR Ke KNP SR 010 NP 73 W3 7 Yyaw
mighty, Hashem, by changing the word b?X, mighty, to DR, . p% YL TP ANDY KY OUSAM PNAD MDY AOD DWDY PRWA3
‘mute saying that his might is his muteness. This becomes a praise JBTpa PN DI T3 NR 7Sy X9DA W33 M YY X OY o)
S nt e e o peone e i He 5o {5 e i g wo 3ms 17 o 6 1
Jives. : ' Wips ApTs BHps N P BURnD SRR RTIBRT MenD by ﬂ:W

The Sages also related (Nedarim 39b) that when the sun and the %Mwww"

‘moon balked at shedding light on a wicked world because Korach and 1{£;M’w'ﬂwi—’ww’i‘
his assembly challenged Moses, Hashem said to them, “For the sake of forpit 13vmBs MISWIR {PIN bas Bn Pe WO o e uhs na I:"P:"‘ﬂ
‘My honar you did not protest, but for the honor of flesh and blood you 'r BrS B #° ..ODWD BBAn 37 b5y oSSy ND TR NP MR
‘do protest!” Since then, a special decree must be issued every day to 153 ,n5N RikSP3S *3anns tD whl °n B0 RS 1B

y3rpiand nTven nwyw nIRGDIY BB So3p AN b

.. ’ ._v o _ o o W b 9m L Owmwd  pan3y 137831 ,0Y%B3
burn the sun and moon with sixty tongues of fire so that they will shed TN DR NEYD YT Mt o nm;/

).Q ‘light upon the earth.
Even though we do not actually see all this with our eyes, thefact that A9Na NP unRD T Thon nown 1aw MY NBpnw X¥DI
the world continues to exist in spite of its unworthiness is the greatest T M enm ,oowenal ampa MR DT KDY TR 109 137

miracle. This is the meaning of Nk 998, wonders of wonders. For L [UPWYAT KA INADY IMNRNONI anrph o ::*b»: RO TR
e is i Sxw oy
| e —

Hashem to override the laws of nature is indeed a wonder, but for Him ‘ - W
to ‘override His strict standard of justice anid sustain the world is an even \A_l‘ 5 ) Q’\A - Mippos

greater wonder.

At first sight, it is difficult to understand why Hashem performed these Hashem is a forbearing King, toler ating insult

miracles to allow the Egyptians to survive. From here, however, we can in a manner beyond human comprehension. He is
sefe a fundamental principle in Hash#m’s conduct of the world: He fully aware of everything done in this world, yet He
inflicts punishment only because of the benefit that will come out of it. allows us i 3
_.’This is-why Rashi gives a reason for each of the plagues, since only by rebel ag altnostml-‘l)::j our limbs, although they actively
. knowing the reason for their punishment would the Egyptians know why ’ '
they had to repent. : .
°Thus’thewheatandspeltwerespared,eventhoughthatrequireda . ..QO.'..Q..C...."..’;."C-.Ql.’...‘.........l..Q.
miracle, since an equal benefit could be realized from the plague without Sources
destroying’them. This principle also applies to the four types of death
penalty administered by the Sanhedrin; each of which was meted out to » Using our limbs to go astray can be likened to a master giving a
atone for specific sins and had to be just severe enough for the sins for servant money for food. The servant then buys a stick and assaults
which they were intended. If a sin was too grave to be expiated by the his master—a terrible act!
death penalty, the sinner was not put to death, since inflicting punish- » Our sins cause anguish above. Nevertheless, Hashem overlooks
ment that will not yield atonement is mere cruelty. (See Maharsha, ~§ our flagrant misbehavior. He Iet the Jews p;SS through the Yam
Sa,nhedn':n 645.) . Suf, even as Micha’s idol went with them. The manna fell even
m , o : after the Jews offered it to the golden calf. (Tanchuma)
H'ashem chooses not to withhold our ability to A3
function. He‘ tolerates the insult. Hashem could & When a person comes upon a copper penny in the market, he will
argue, "If you wish to sin, don’t use my soul to do b;nd down to pick it up. But when dealing with others, he raises
it." Instead, He does not an dﬂants us continued his head aloft and refuses to lower himself even a centimeter. (Rav

- Yitzchak Mei
life. Even though He has the power to exact revenge achal Metr of G
and clai is ri i is pati
o al.m Wha.t is rightfully His, He is patient and & Sugar, which dissolves and vanishes in water, sweetens. Only thus
» earing until man repents. . can one sweeten another person’s life, by constricting the ego and
N y restricting its function. (Rabbi Yitzchok of Vorke)
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Practical Advice

“People wpggiqa:_if_r_gpgg_ig&nggl{ with kindness promotes continued
abuse. Often, our unw1llﬂgw to forgive and forget is a product of our
€go. In most cases, if we ignore verbal abuse and behave politely toward

the offending party, the insults will stop. Nasty individuals can often be .;:E‘mo: J3NN7 oY AR\EN L0MP 003 L,p A a3 Mvaa Rrow. DxIwn Mo
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won over with understanding and compassion. P M3 "P” 27PN PWOY DRI TN WK — X127 OATN0 LT
When you start to view people positively, your perception of them 33302 X DX Y71 1 110¥2 W31 ,pMw KM 1902 DMpIpR 0719 1 7oonbRa
c&qgeiOﬁen their response mirrors your new, upbeat expectations. A P2 1N W35 ,mYaa YX72° Y9Om 191 Anhy mmna mmh e oo n7apn
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transform difficult people into noble peopl
)eOple nto noble people. 2¥ IR P01 X1 N0 AR ,pERODT WINN RIAW N PR 17 17 25RW
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The Plagues and Teshuvah 112 251 DY 70 73 PonY X1ana /EPIan D01 RN 8% ¥ 71 Yy, 00n-nom
AT 0,371 1INIR YW N2 RP0OYD pRIrd S0 annw 97an IRan 100m
this — once Pharaoh refused to allow klal Yisrael to leave his land, God poa39m DRLRYT MY YW TP AR OMTND YIINY MR Yon mnRa R0
could simply have flattened Egypt in one mighty blow, annihilating , o0 by nory D7 KITW “DOPIP YYIAT DIRI” KIPY VYRR L7TIOR 0p” by
them with a bolt of lightning or something similar. But this would nOt) 277 ,MINRA N3 WA Yy AR Do RN 19T D waRy .oviva
have achieved the main aim of the Exodus, which was not the destruc- e TRE ' neTE = ’
ion of Egypt, but a demonstration of Divine power which left no S23 ANTIN TPOW ARM NT Y MM 13102 PRIRTN PR
room for doubt that God controlled the world. The more miracles
wrought in Egypt, the greater and clearer the realization that the holy g‘g'
God of Yisrael was in charge of His world. This was the point of this  &T17¥3 237 TN3 07902 Yax M3 mamnY oo nn 1oy ovovms
continuous barter with Pharaoh: each step in the destrisction of their | 71737173 7% BITE 12 3TN0 YD woaIn ohy uxt ,mab v xon un
country tl‘ed tha(r}aodl}, hi§ ?ecromagcers, and his people closer to an DR X773 "WIR 17 IR 77 5Y 210153 MR T — 1nwm 7931 _;;1;1_‘1—1—:-1.:(
appreciation o 0d’s existence an OWeEr. Iy .
i This concept is further borne ourt, by Yisro’s reaction to the mira- IR T K3 Y R 3 i you O BN RPNT,AITIX 3,717 .
cles that God had performed on behalf of klal Yisrael: o L .
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¥Now I know that God is greater than any other deity... (Shemos 18:11) <p1: P17 M ,DYWYY 07DR IR NI pOROM WMINH 17ARRwY ,INIRG
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Than any other deity — this teaches that he recognized every idolatry "o o™ S TeR e o ,079 PRI RIM — NAR-N22 YR SR
on earth, for he did not leave any idol unworshipped. . . -
(Rashi loc. cit.) . LINARI RYY
Yisro had tried every idolatry, every doctrine, every philosophy : i
in the world. He had been convinced, however, of the veracity of the 1.2 @™ ,112°T I0KD 2w 7R MW N0 XM37 YN 03 73 /3 o wEm ke
Torah after all of the miracles, when he came to greet Moshe in the wil- NI NTR Y M APNR NTn A%YN ,ap ey iR Yo
derness. It was the awesome nature of the destruction of Egypt and .
Kerias Yam Suf which had persuaded Yisrasbeyond a doubt that God 200N DRWEY VY MWW 77YRR N7 NY ORI ApIwA NTRn I MR
was the only true Deity. PR .DYT M 7% A7 MR Y20 0rY oY LRI Tan T awym R 710
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There is another side to the function of the ten plagues. We have seen
that one great plague would not have convinced the Egyptians as :
thoroughly of God’s existence as several smaller ones. If Egypt had ~ ©'2°1 YW 017 nT1ay X0 DRT — ~02°5Y "N2vnnw ™15 1o *10% TIIR”
,been wiped out at the first moment of refusal, this would never have WX 12127-710 A0 ANBRI 73PN DR THYRIY pARDAY WLV .oXMA
’fgfforded the¥n the possibility of teshuvah. As the Egyptians were pun- DY 0222707 I WK M ,713 WA 2w mabn Y nbap own yrwn v
ished for their wickedness, they had the opportunity to stop and thm.k MR Of3 07mbnm WX PRI LRI NN TR 0N AwHwa oo
*about their errors and repent. After any of the plagues, having experi- -
enced God’s miraculous intervention in their lives, they could have 127072 % *> ,NXT T3 7773 uNT1AY 7727 701 ,70033 {73 7923 71 0 IMpYR
withdrawn their opposition to klal Yisrael and accepted upon them- 77731 3121 ,7IX*137 Jini WOX 9270 K17 TX $WwY 0w ni 77apn now ek N
selves the kingship of God, and they would have been forgiven. Alas, L1327 I MR PIAN INIAR DX
this did not happen and will not happen to the nations of the world S
until the ultimate future, but God nevertheless left the possibility of &
_
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RABBI YERUCHEM LEVOVITZ: “The essence of the
punishments stated in the Torah is removal of evil (see Dvorim
'17:12) by instituting a process of purification and cleansing. This
is th.e underlying principle by which to understand the Almighty’
punishmengs. His chastising does not stem from vengeance; it is
not the attack of an enemy. Rather, it comes from love: the



of a father for his children. All of the Almighty’s punishments,
both those explicitly mentioned in the Torah that Jjudges
administered to those who did wrong and punishment in the
afterlife, are to be understood in this light. There is no connection
between this and vengeance and grudgebearing. It is entirely a
matter of judgment. A Torah judgment in a Torah court is based
on love and compassion. Purification from evil is the only goal.”
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1Y% '37 1K) — And ¥ Elazar also said:  owg) b3 g obivh
— Always be humble and thereby live  x7137 K% — R’
Zeira said:  xyn m3 K qx — We, too, have learned thisin a
Mishnah, which states: 133 nixa% nindm ¥ prnis px Yo% nra
— In A DARK HOUSE, WE DO NOT MAKE WINDOWS TO EXAMINE ITS
TZARAAS SPOT.®"  nym vy — Learn from this that humility
causes long life.!

s 3€

49. Yap means literally remain in the dark; i.e. stay out of the limelight
(see Rashi). This leads to long life.
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RABBI YECHEZKAIL LEVENSTEIN: “The trait of

arrogance prevents a person from acting with love towards
others. One who is arrogant is concerned only about himself
and does not take other people into consideration. A person
with humility, however, will treat others with proper respect
and concern.”

)&'Comments The trait of arrogance causes people to ask;
“Is the other person treating me properly?” And, “What can he do
for me?” Humility enables you to ask, “Am I treating this person
properly?” And, “What can I do for him?” Keep repeating the
questions of ‘the humble person, and you will find your
relationships with others improving greatly.] ~
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